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INTRODUCTION 


Until recent years, interest in historical subjects 
has been limited largely to a relative handful of specialists -- 
historians, research scholars, school teachers, to name a few -- 
with books and documents the main source of historical informa- 
tion. 

This picture is rapidly changing. There is a tremendous 
interest throughout this country in local history and a great 
desire to learn more about our past heritage. This intense 
desire can no longer be met by archives and libraries alone. 
Americans are looking for a deeper and more visual historic in- 
volvement. It is the living museums they are seeking -- the 
homes, the STs ee the places of their forebearers. 

This concern for the vanishing American historic scene 
generated action some years ago by the government. In 1966, 
the United States Congress passed the National Historic Preser- 
vation Act, providing for the register of historic sites. Four 


¢ 


years later, in August, 1970, the Michigan legislature enacted 
legislation empowering a community to identify its Winndetas rie 
significant structures, sites, and landmarks and outlining the 
legal procedure by which they can be conserved. The act provides 


for establishment of historic districts, for acquisition of land 


and structures for historic purposes, for preservation of historic 


sites and structures, for creation of historic district commissions, 


and for the maintenance of publicly-owned historic sites and 
structures by local units. 
By definition, a historic district is an area, or group of 


areas not necessarily having contiguous boundaries, created by a 
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community for the purpose of historical preservation, and 
established by ordinance of the community's governing body. 
Goals of such an ordinance are to preserve sites or districts 
which reflect the community's cultural, social, economic, 
political, or architectural history; to stabilize and improve 
property values in the district and to strengthen the economy; 
to encourage civic beauty and to promote the education, pleasure 
and welfare of citizens ehestish the use of the historic district. 
Several areas have already profited by the creation of such 
districts, notably Canfield West of Detroit, Heritage Hills of 
Grand Rapids and Franklin Village. It is possible for Meridian 
also to realize many of the benefits and values of historic 
peecarentlion that our neighboring communities are experiencing. 
With these values in mind and with the support of the 


national and state laws behind them, the Meridian Board of 


Trustees appointed 22 township residents as members of a study 


committee. Their task was to conduct studies and research and 
make a peek on the historical significance of the buildings, 
structures, features, sites, objects, and surroundings i 
Meridian Township and to make recommendations concerning the 

area to be included in a proposed historic district. Once 
completed, the report of the committee is to~be presented to 

the Meridian Planning Commission for their consideration and to 
the Michigan Historical Commission and the state advisory council 
for their review. Within sixty days of this transmittal, a 


public hearing must be held by the Historic District Study Com- 


mittee. After the hearing, the report and any additional 
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recommendations are submitted to the Township Board of Trustees 
for final action. ; | 
Following procedures established by the foregoing statute 
and directives, the committee proceeded with its investigation. 
For convenience of research, three geographical areas were iden- 
tified: Haslett and north Meridian, rural Okemos and the Marble 
area (now a part of East Lansing but until recently a separate 
settlement within the township), and the Village of Okemos. 
Subcommittees undertook the exhaustive research for an elusive 
past using every means available to them. The "tools of the 
trade" of historic research included a preliminary windshield 
tour of the areas, photography, contact or consultation with the 


homeowners, interviews with old-time residents and with people 


whose ancestors were among the first settlers. A thorough search | 


was made of all available public records and private documents, 


erecip “45 tax lists, deeds and wills, as well as collections of 
books and newspapers. ° 

It is the intent of the study committee to submit its 
findings and recommendations concerning the historic value of 
Sites and structures throughout all of Meridian Township. However, 
the rapid rate of growth threatening the existence of many 
historically valuable homes and buildings clustered in the Village 
of Okemos made it necessary for the subcommittee researching this 
area to direct maximum effort and energy toward presenting an 
early report. The reports concerning the two remaining areas of 


the township will be submitted in the near future to complete the 


work of the study committee. 
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MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP 


The historical roots of Meridian township in Ingham County, 
Michigan, are to be found in the original survey of the state of 
Michigan by the federal government. In the early 1800's, Michigan 
was gradually surveyed and divided into counties and those counties 
were divided into townships. By an act of the Territorial 
legislature on October 29, 1829, Ingham Cuunty was created and the 
principal meridian in the survey was extended northward through 
the center of the county. It is from this line that Meridian 
township, which was part of Alaiedon township until 1841, derives 
its name. 

Before the wenitews of the white settler, Meridian township 
was a center of Indian activities. Historians of the area 
maintain that the village of Okemos by the Red Cedar river was 


"the Indian metropolis" of the county and well-worn Indian trails 


through the region were to become the white man's roads. 


The white settlers who came to Meridian were similar 
to those who settled most of Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, 
and southern Wisconsin. They were part of the great westward 
migration that flowed from New England and New York State 
west along the Great Lakes and through Canada. These early 
people were primarily farmexs and craftsmene. They brought with 
them their customs, their tools, and the determination to succeed. 
They carved out farms and cleared land to build houses similar 
to the ones they had left behind, different only in the adaptation 
to conditions and materials at hand. The craftsmen applied their 
skills to earning a livelihood and to building a community of 


mills, schools and churches. The communities they created were 
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replicas of the ones from which they had come. Their dwellings 
and structures are a visual history of the ordinary man who 
signed no treaties, .shose explorations were confined to his 

own land, and who served his country as a foot soldier, not as 
a general. The description of some of these dwellings is the 


main concern of this study. 
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THE VILLAGE OF OKEMOS: A PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT e. 
&r 

The first purchase of land from the government in a 
County was made by Eri Prince in 1832, five years before Michigan 
became a state. This was in Section 21 of Meridian township 
now known as the Village of Okemos. The area had been a thriving 
Indian settlement under the leadership of Chief Okemos. While 
differences of opinion exist concerning the stature of the Chief 
in the Indian nation hierarchy, he was nevertheless a well-known 
and acknowledged leader of his i band of Chippewas who summered 
along the Red Cedar river. Another part of what had been Chief 
Okemos' farm was purchased the following year, May 5, 1833, by 
Sanford Marsh. Marsh moved to the area in 1839 and became the 
first white settler of Okemos. Unlike Marsh, Prince never 


settled on his land and on October 15, 1839, he sold sixty-one 


acres of his property to Joseph H. Kilborn for $225. In turn, 


Kilborn sold the same property a few months later (February 8, 


1840) to Freeman Bray for $300. 

Bray became one of the main promoters of the anes and in 
1840-41, probably at his instigation, the county surveyor, Anson 
Jackson, laid out a village on this property, and the plat was 
recorded in the county records a decade later in 1851. The 
village was first named Hamilton, presumably after Alexander 
Hamilton, but an act of the state legislature changed the village 
name to Okemos in 1859. 

From LAWS OF MICHIGAN 1859 

[No. 121.] 


AN ACT to change the name of the village of Hamilton, 
in the county of Ingham. 


Section i. The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
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That the name of the village of Hamilton, in the county 
of Ingham, be and the same is hereby changed to "Okemos." 


Approved February 12, 1859. 


In the mid-nineteenth century, Okemos was the trading center 
for a rapidly growing agricultural community. The land surrounding 
the village was lush and fertile for farming. Water and water 
power were plentiful. The woods were filled with game and the 
Indians were no longer hostile to the pioneers. 

Despite the abundance of nature's bounties the living was 
plain and simple by modern standards. Money was frequently in 
short supply for the purchase of tools and commodities. The 
roads were poor we Weed: the work of preparing the land for crops 
was backbreaking > labor. Men were little prepared to fend off 
illness such as chills, fever, and dysentery that plagued the less 
hardy. Nature was often capricious to those who depended so 
completely on her grace, as in the winter of 1842 when the cold 
and snow were so severe cattle died of starvation and farmers 
were forced to trade precious seed for food. . 

Yet the settlers continued to arrive and with their coming, 
the community prospered and grew until by the time of the Civil 
War, Okemos had become a flourishing town. Accounts of early 
township residents recall all-day trips from outlying farms to 
Okemos to trade. The village enjoyed the prosperity of grist 
and saw mills, the offices of a doctor, a post office, general 

store, and because it was on the main Lansing-Detroit’ Road; ; 
there were also hotels. A school district and several churches 
had been organized. 

The once bustling agricultural center, however, has under- 


gone a change over the years. Today the village is an archi- 
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tecturally inharmonious collection of shops and stores, many 
rundown properties, and several gas stations. It is visually 
polluted by an overhead network of power and telephone lines. 
There is no central po .t of interest to unify the whole. 

In the midst of this sprawling suburban confusion, much 
of the original village still stands. This enclave is now almost 
a rarity. With each passing year, more and more of the pioneers' 
homes, homes that reflect the life and values of our forefathers, 
are being lost forever. The township would derive many educa- 
tional, economic, and cultural benefits by preserving these 
homes and their history. 

It is the conclusion of the Meridian Historic District 
Study Committee that the Village of Gena located within the 
limits of Methodist Street to the north, Kingswood to the east, 
the Red Cedar River to the south and Kenmore Street on the west 


has genuine historic value. A detailed study of thirty-three 


of the early structures in this area appears in the following 


pages. In view of these findings, the committee recommends that 
the citizens of Meridian, the Planning Commission, and the Board 
of Trustees do all within their power to preserve and protect 

the existence and appearance of this area through the establish- 


ment of a historic district. 
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Burley House 


Common Name: Burley House 


Location: 2031 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Martha M. Burley 
Above address 


Legal Description: Lot 13 of 
Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #1 


Condition: Good inside and out. 
The inside appears to have 
been renewed in recent 
years. 


Physical Appearance: This two- 
story wooden house remains 
the same on the outside as 
when byilt except additions 
have been placed on the back. 


Significance: Built about 1885, this is an interesting vintage house 
of the late nineteenth century. According to Agnes Kirkpatrick 
Young, a one-time resident of the house who is now 97 years old, 
this house was built by a Mr. Wilson and soon sold to a widow 
woman, Mr. Mary Chapin, who made a living for herself and child- 


ren, in part at least, by weaving carpets. The 
property indicates a mortgage was placed on the 
1885. Later this property was purchased by the 
and the present owner bought the house from the 
Kirkpatrick. Ownership of the house has always 
the current owner is using part of the building 


abstract for the 
house in January, 
Kirkpatrick family 
estate of H. Mitilda 
been private but 

for a beauty shop. 


Bibliographic References: Meridian Charter Township Assessment List, 
assim; abstract of property provided by current owner, Martha 


M. Burley; interview by Miss Jessie Turner with 
Kirkpatrick Young, September, 1972. 
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her aunt, Agnes 
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Location: 2043 Hamilton Road, 
Owner: Jessie Turner 


Legal Description: Lots ll, 


Condition: Good, almost exactly 


Physical Appearance: Two-story 


Turner House 


Common Name: Turner House 


Okemos, Michigan 


Above address 


12, and 13 of Supervisor's 
Plat of Okemos #1. 


the same as originally built. 


frame, 5 room house. The 
front windows (lower) and 
small amount of gingerbread 
in the peak have been removed. 


Significance: The present owner was born and raised in the house. No 


abstract was ever made for this property as the property has always 
been in the one family -- that is, the present owner's family, her 
father, mother, and brother. The present owner has the tax receipts 
from 1884 showing the assessed valuation at $100 in 1884 and raised 
to $400 by 1886 and $500 in 1901. 

The house is in good condition. The lots on which the house 
is located have 12 rods frontage on the south side of Hamilton Road 
and are 10 rods deep. In 1911 an addition was put on the back of 
the house and an east sun parlor was added in 1926. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with Miss Jessie Turner who 


presented tax receipts showing assessed valuation. 
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Common Name: Briggs House 


Location: 2060 Hamilton Road, 


Owner: Robert N. Westerfield 


Legal Description: Lot 25, 


Condition: Good, altered, 


Physical Appearance: L-shaped 


Bibliographical References: 


Briggs House 


Okemos, Michigan 


2315 Woodruff 
Lansing, Michigan 48912 


Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #1 


moved from original site. 


house with green siding 
and white trim. 


Significance: Built before 1860, this house has been altered and moved 


but its basic structure remains as it was in its original form. 

It has a new foundation, new siding, and the doorway on the porch 
has been altered as the house now contains apartments. Originally 
the house was built on the current site of Grettenbergers Drug 
Store (the N.E. Corner of Okemos and Hamilton Roads) which is 
described in the early assessor's lists as Lots 4 & 5 of Block 2, 
Village of Okemos. This land was owned by the Bray family through 
1856 and no house is shown on the 1859 map at this location. But 
valuation of the property on the 1860 tax list ($100) indicates 
that the house, had been built by that time and was owned by Henry 
W. Walker. By 1869, E.J. Briggs had acquired the structure and, 
judging from the increase in valuation, had added to the house. 

It remained in the Briggs family through 1897. Dr. I.J. Brecken- 
feld and Dr. Michael Leary had offices in this house until 1952. 
Shortly after this date it was moved to its present location. 


Miss Jessie Turner and Dr. I.J. Breckenfeld; Meridian Township 
Assessor's Lists for 1844-54, 1855, 1856, 1860,1869, 1875, and 


1883 through 1897; 1874 County Atlas of Ingham County; 1895 Standard 
Atlas of Ingham County, Michigan; 1859 map of Okemos found on 1859 
a 


opographical Map of Ingham and Livingston Counties. 
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Discussions with older inhabitants, especially 


Hamilton House 


Common Name: Hamilton House 


Location: 2063 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Robert Britsch 
4567 Sequoia Trail 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal Description: Lots 7 & 8 
and parts of Lots 5 & 6 of 
Block 8 of Supervisor's 
Plat of Okemos #1. 


Condition: Fair, altered, moved 
on site. 


Physical Appearance: This wood house is basically rectangular in 
shape with a two-story center section and porch with four pillars 
in front. 


Significance: The property on which this house stands was part of a 
sixty-six acre tract owned by William .H. Townsend from 1844 to 
1848 and then by B.W. Bevier until 1856. The assessed value of 
the property was $250 in 1844 and varied with other prices over 
the years (there was a general swelling of assessed valuation 
from 1852 to 1853) but the assessed value of the property jumped 
from $264 in 1854 to $700 for the same acreage in 1856, indicating 
that a house of some significance had been added to the property 
by that date. William B. Hamilton purchased the property sometime 
between 1856 and 1860 as he is listed for 57 of the 66 acres in 
1860 at an assessed value of $600. This house remained in the 
Hamilton family for many years. 

The house originally was located near the old Plank Road (now 
Hamilton Road) but in 1928 the property was sold to Jack J. Russel 
who moved the house to the back of the lot near the north bank of 
the Red Cedar River. He also remodeled the house - removing the 
second floor in the front part of the house having a high ceiling 
for a cathedral type room and added four pillars across the front 
of the house. Now rented to students, the house is in only fair 
condition. 


Bibliographical References: Interviews with Miss Jessie Turner, Miss 
Ruth Sturges, and Mr. Wendell Sturges, spring and summer, 1972; 
Meridian Charter Township Tax Lists, passim (Mason Court House) ; 
Ingham County Deeds, passim (Mason Court House); 1859 map of Okemos 


taken from 1859 Topographical Map of Ingham and Livingston Counties 
(State Library). 
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Sturges House 


Common Name: Sturges House 


Location: 2075 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owners: Daisy L., Ruth I. and 
Wendell A. Sturges 
Above address 


Legal Description: Lots 4 & 5 
& part of Lot 6, Supervi- 
sor's Plat of Okemos #1 


Condition: Good, slightly 
altered, original site 


Physical Appearance: Large 
two-storied wooden house, 
painted tan. 


Significance: According to the current residents of this house, Miss 
Ruth and Mr. Wendell Sturges, the house was built after the Civil 
War by James A. Hamilton, who preferred to be called Alexander 
Hamilton and who sold the house to Wallace A. Sturges in 1889 for 
$680. Although this house is not on the 1874 map, it is on the 
1895 map, and the 1883 tax list, which lists the house under J.A. 
Hamilton at an assessed valuation of $400., suggests that this 
house was built before 1883. Originally the front of the struc- 
ture had a bay window and the major part of the upstairs was built 
in 1917 at which time the original roof was taken off, the upstairs 
built and the roof put back on again. The house now has three 
bedrooms upstairs and two down. A "Michigan" cellar lined with 
brick and some of the original stone are found in the basement. 
The stairway to the basement, which originally went directly to 
the old cellar, has been moved. When the house was altered, James 
A. Hamilton's belt and a cannon ball from the Civil War were: re- 
covered from the wall. These artifacts are now in the Michigan 
State University museum. The dining room has the original wains- 
coting; much original pine flooring and old glass in windows remain 
in the old part of the house. The porch originally extended out 
four feet more in the front and a board fence enclosed the yard 
from the street. Three rooms have 9'3" ceilings. This house has 
remained in the Sturges family since 1889. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with Ruth and Wendell Sturges, 
May 9, 1972; Deed - Wallace A. Sturges from James A. Hamilton, 
March 26, 1889 (Liber 100, p. 498). Meridian Charter Township 
Register of Voters 1888; Meridian Charter Township Tax Assessment 
Lists, passim; Miss Jessie Turner interview; 1895 Standard Atlas 
of Ingham County; County Atlas of Ingham County 1874,Samuel Durant, 


History of Ingham and Eaton Counties (1880), p. 280. 
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Location: 2080 Hamilton Road, 


Owner: Mrs. Linda Donnelly, 


Legal Description: Lot 25 


Condition: Good, almost 


Physical Appearance: Two- 


Whiting House 


Common Name: Whiting House 


Okemos, Michigan 


et. al.* 346 Barron 
Drive, Michigan Center, 
Michigan 49254 


and part of Lots 28 & 
30 of Supervisor's 
Plat of Okemos #1. 


exactly the same as it 
was originally built. 


story frame house with 
porch in front. 


Significance: Ownership has always been private. The present owner's 


grand parents, Albert (Phil) and Nova U. Whiting purchased the 
property in 1919. The abstract states that this lot and other 
land sold in 1860 for $50.00 and the abstract indicates that the 
lot was sold in 1865 for $325. This would indicate the house was 
built between 1860 and 1865. With the exception of a front porch 
which was added in recent years, this house is in its original 
state. 


Bibliographical References: Abstract of property supplied by present 


owner, Mrs. Linda Donnelly; interview with Miss Jessie Turner. 
*Other owners -- Mrs. Martha Hornkohl, 7580 Donna, Westland, 
Michigan 48185; Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Whiting, 215 N. Hacienda 
Drive, Glendora, California, 91740; Mr. John Wever, 6738 Winona, 
Allen Park, Michigan, 48101. 
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Heathman 
(Herre) House 


Common Name: Heathman 
(Herre) Housé 


Location: 2086 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Mrs. Boyden Hubbard 
Mr. James Heathman 
Mr. George Heathman 


Legal Description: Lot 29, 
Sup. Plat of Okemos #1 


Condition: Good, slightly 
altered from original, 
on original site. 


Physical Appearance: A tan brick structure with white siding and a 
one-story addition of white siding. 


Significance: This house was built by William H. Turner about 1877 
(between 1874 and 1882) for a blacksmith shop to be used by his 
son, Charles Turner.* But Charles went to California before 
starting his business and William then closed the large front 
opening, putting in two side windows and a door in that space. 
There was no inside stairway originally; an outside stairway on 
the west side of the building led to the second floor which was 
used as a meeting place by the Odd Fellows and was sometimes used 
for plays. About 1883, Will Turner, son of William H. Turner, 
put the stairs inside and built a store which is the white frame 
structure now on the west side of the building. Later this store 
was turned into a kitchen. This structure is one of the most 
unique houses and one of the least altered in Okemos and repre- 
sents the midwest, agricultural architecture of the middle nine- 
teenth century. 


*The Herre blacksmith shop shown on the 1874 map was a 
small structure which was torn down according to Miss 

Jessie Turner. No building on this corner appears on 

the 1859 map. 


Bibliographical References: Abstract of the property provided by 
owner Mrs. Hubbard (2333 Indian Hills Drive, Okemos, Michigan) ; 
verbal description of the structure's history by contemporaries 
Miss Jessie Turner (now nearly eighty years) for herself and for 
her aunt Mrs. Agnes Kirkpatrick Young, now 97 years of age; Mrs. 
Viola Miles. (4153 Hulett Road); Meridian Charter Township Assess- 
ment Roll for 1875; Deed Book 60, p. 93 (Ingham County Deeds), 
Court House, Mason, Michigan (which indicated a brick structure 
on this property in 1882); a brick in the front of the building 
shows the date 1877. 
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Case House 


Common Name: Case House 


Location: 2094 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Martha M. Burley 
2031 Hamilton Road 
Okemos, Michigan 48864 


Legal Description: Lot 32 and 
§ 1/2 ef Lot 33 ef Super- 
visor's Plat of Okemos #1 


Condition: This house is in 
fair condition but is 
close to the two highways. 


Physical Appearance: A small 
white two-story house. 


Significance: This house was built before 1863 as a very small one-story 
frame for a business place. The tax records show this property was 
owned by Job Case and assessed at $140 in 1860 and in 1863 the value 
jumped to $230 suggesting that an additional structure had been built 
on the land. By 1867, Case had sold half of the property (1/8 acre) 
and in 1869 Aaron Jones opened a grocery store there, a store which 
continued until 1880. Persons living in the neighborhood stated 
that the structure was a ladies hat shop in the late nineteenth cen- 
tury. In the early years of this century this one-story building . 
was changed into a residence and at that time a second floor was 
added. It is still used as a residence today. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with Miss Jessie Turner; Meridian 
Charter Township Tax Assessment Lists, passim; Abstract provided by 
owner, Martha M. Burley; Ingham County Deed, Liber 28, p. 225. 
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Buehler House 


Common Name: Buehler House 


Location: 2095 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Mrs. Fred (Hazel) Buehler : 
Above address 


Legal Description: Lots 1 & 2 
except the NWly 50 ft. and 
except the Ely 73.5 ft. of 
said lots of Supervisor's 
Plat of Okemos #1, block 8. 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 
moved on site. 


Physical Appearance: A two-story, dark-grey shingled house with white 
trim. 


Significance: Built prior to 1864, this house was originally located 
on the east edge of the Okemos village line. On February 22, 1864, 
June B. and Henry W. Walker sold this property to George Lawrence 
for $300, indicating that a house of some substance was then on 
the property. As early as 1854 Caroline Bray sold the property 
adjoining the Lawrence holding, Lots 1 and 2 of Block 8, to Lewis 
Kent for $50 and on the 1854 tax list Kent's property was assessed 
at $25. Mrs. Buehler, current owner, states that Kent was a well- 
driller. On January 1, 1873, the Lawrence property described above 
and Kents adjoining lots 1 and 2 of block 8 of Okemos were sold by 
the owners Sarah A. and V.W. Tooker to Caroline Call for $625. The 
1874 map shows one house on this property and indicates Mrs. Call 
as owner. Later a small house was apparently built on the west 
part of the property. 

Mrs. Buehler states that her house, which was the larger one, 
was moved from the east side of the property (the part that had been 
George Lawrence's) to its present location in 1949-50. The very 
small house on the property originally owned by Lewis Kent was moved 
across the street to 2020 Hamilton where two-bedrooms and a bath 
were added. 

Mrs. Buehler states that the outside of her home is all oak 
and all the rafters are oak. Each window is’ surrounded by 4 x 4 
and the floors which originally were clapboard have been covered 
now with hardwood. Still visible in the basement are the 12 x 12 
timbers and some bark can be seen on these logs. The laths for 
plaster were basswood and were fan-shaped. Some of those still 
exist but some have been replaced with plaster board. The front 
door and stairway are believed to be original. The house originally 
had a large porch extending along the front but this has been removed. 


Bibliographical References: Interviews with Mrs. Fred Buehler, current 
owner, May and August, 1972; Meridian Township Assessment Lists, 
passim; Ingham County Deeds, Liber 14, p. 120; Liber 31, p. 508; 


Liber 54, p. 453; 1874 County Atlas of Ingham County. 
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Will Turner House 


Common Name: Will Turner House 


Location: 2099 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owners: Gomer & Helen Jones 
Above address 


Legal Description: NW 1/4 50' 
of Lot 2, Block 8, Okemos 


Condition: Good, altered, 
original site. | 


Physical Appearance: A two- 
story house with white 
siding, a porch extends 
along the main original 
part of the house. 


Significance: Miss Jessie Turner (now near eighty years of age) 


states that her uncle William Turner (son of William H. Turner) 
built this house before 1874 and lived there himself until his 
death in 1924. Originally the house was just an upright with 

a wing on the east. Professor Henry Leonard, who owned the house 
for about nine years before the Joneses, added two bedrooms at 
the back (upstairs) and a porch below them. The Joneses have 
since added to the wing and built two large rooms (a "den" and 
upstairs studio) on the east side, as well as winterizing the 
back porch and adding a patio outside it. The house appears on 
the 1874 map under the name of W.H. Turner. The tax lists con- 
firm that there was no building on this lot in 1867. 


Bibliographical References: Miss Jessie Turner interview; 
Meridian Charter Tax Assessment Lists, passim. 
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Dr. 


Common Name: Dr. Breckenfeld's 
Location: 2131 Hamilton 


Owner: I.J. Breckenfeld 


Legal Description: All of 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 
Physical Appearance: Two- 


Significance: The first re- 


Breckenfeld's Office 


Office 
Road, Okemos, Michigan 


2191 Hamilton Road 
Okemos, Michigan 


Lot 4 except east 

33 2/3 £ts, eauth § 
rods, Block 7, Village 
of Okemos 


Original site 
story white frame house. 


cord of the land on which 
the building on the south- 
east corner of Hamilton 
Road and Okemos Road was 
built was November 9, 1832, 
when the government trans- 
ferred the west half of 

SE 1/4 of Section 21 to 
Eri Prince. In 1866 E.F. 
Barnes bought lots 3 and 4 
from Francis Walker. In 
the fall of 1893 Al Barnes 
built a store on the cor- 
ner of the then called 
State Road and Detroit 
Street. Adjacent to this, his family owned and operated a hotel, 
the Okemos House. Jim Davis of Bath was hired to build a frame 
store with its false front so popular in the 1800's. The post 
office was moved into the new store in 1897 and it was from there 

in 1900 that the rural mail service .for this area was begun. Orin 
Honsberger was postmaster in this period and the post office re- 
mained in the store until 1915 when John Grettenberger became 
postmaster and the equipment was moved to his property. The store 
changed owners several times until 1919 when Glen Cline bought it 
and built family living quarters on the second floor for his family. 
In 1953 Dr. I.J. Breckenfeld, an osteopathic physician, moved in 

and used the first floor for an office. In June 1959 Dr. Breckenfeld 
purchased the property. 


Bibliographical References: Abstract of property provided by Dr. I.J. 


Breckenfeld; Ruth Stillman, History of Okemos; "Okemos Store 
Remodelling Reflects Village Changes" in the State Journal, Lansing, 
Michigan, March 8, 1953; Meridian Township Tax Assessment Lists, 
passim; Ingham County Deeds, Mason Court House; interview with 
Susan Talhelm, friend of G.K. Honsberger, September 15, 1972. 
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Sparrow's Nest 


Common Name: Sparrow's Nest 


Location: 2149 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Lanier DeLind 
2188 Hamilton Road 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal. Description: Lot 3 and 
East 6 feet of Lot 4, 
Block 6, Village of Okemos 


Condition: Good, altered, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: The 
condition of both exterior 


and interior appears to be 
good. 


Significance: This house was built about 1854. In 1853 Caroline Bray 
sold the property to Jacob Thompson for $75 and one year later 
J. Thompson appeared on the tax rolls with an assessed valuation 
of $150 on this property, indicating that a structure had been 
built before the assessment. 

; The building is presently used for two purposes -- an arts 

and crafts store operated by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Olson occupies 
the basement and first floor and the second floor contains an 
apartment rental unit. 

There have been some obvious additions to the original struc- 
ture but the front appearance seems to have been unchanged. Mr. 
Olson states that the floor joists are of rough-sawed lumber 
larger than rafters ordinarily used. He also found plaster with 
two-inch-thick lath strips of the old type when cutting through 
a wall. The old stone foundation is still evident although there 
has been a concrete block foundation built under the structure 
in more recent years. Mr. Olson mentioned an interesting note 
that about a year ago a man about sixty came into the craft shop 
and asked to look around, saying that he had been born in the house. 


Bibliographical References: Ingham County Deeds, Mason Court House; 
Meridian Township Tax Assessment Lists, passim; interview with 
Mr. Jerry Olson; Ingham County Deeds, Liber 14, p. 200 (Caroline 


Bray to Barbara Thompson, 1854). 


20 
Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries 


= 


c 


t £ 


= 


ee 


| 


Common Name: I.0.0.F. Hall 


Location: 2160 Hamilton Road, 


Owner: James Robinson 


Legal Description: Lot 8, 


Condition: Good, altered, 


Physical Appearance: Large 


r.0.06«8. HaLlL 


Okemos, Michigan 
4412 Oakwood Drive 
Okemos, Michigan 


Block 4, Village of Okemos 


Original site. 


two-story red brick 
building with one-story 
cement-block addition on 
rear. 


Significance: This present building is on the site of the first 


general store, usually referred to as "Walker's General Store" 
which was replaced by the brick hall in 1904. The date of the 
new brick hall is placed at 1904 according to a newspaper arti- 
cle from the Lansing Journal, Friday, June 10, 1904: "The 1.0.0.F. 
lodge gave an ice cream social in the new hall last Saturday even- 
ing,.” 

As early as 1853, this property was owned by E.L. Morse 
and assessed at $80, which suggests that some structure was 
built by that time. By 1855, Ebenezer Walker owned the property 
and this became the first general store and by 1856 the property 
was assessed at $400. By 1860 Henry Walker had taken over the 
store--it was still assessed at $400, but by 1863 it was back in 
the hands of Ebenezer Walker. The store remained in the Walker 
family through 1869. Mr. Charles Hart, who reached the age of 
100 on March 4, 1972, and whose father homesteaded property on 
Haslett Road, recalls coming to shop for groceries at Walker's 
store when he was a very little boy. 

Today the building is occupied on the first floor by Robin- 
son's Mower and Engine Service. The second floor is a real es- 
tate office. 


Bibliographical References: Lansing State Journal, June 10, 1904; 


private letters from Heber Hulett, April and May, 1972 to Rolland 
Remington; Meridian Tax Assessment Lists, passim; interview with 
Mr. Charles Hart, July, 1972; Ingham County Deeds, Liber 14, P. 171. 
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Dr. Parks House 


Common Name: Dr. Parks House 


Location: 2188 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Lanier DeLind, above 
address 


Legal Description: Lots 2,3, 
and 4, Block 4, Sup. Plat 
of Okemos. 


Condition: Excellent, slightly 
altered, original site. 


Physical Appearance: The two- 
story brick structure has 
had a frame addition but 
has been maintained with 
few, if any, exterior 
changes made to the ori- 
ginal appearance of the 
house. 


Significance: This house has been dated 1877-1882 from information 
obtained from the abstract and early Township Tax Rolls. The 
property, containing about one-half acre, was purchased by John 
B. Park from Freeman Bray on March 5, 1877 for $150. The 1883 
tax records indicate that this property had an assessed value : 
of $1000. It has been confirmed by a number of the older resi- 
dents that Dr. Parks built the house and practiced there. Accord- 
ing to Lanier DeLind, the current owner, Dr. Parks constructed 
his front office in such a manner that he could look out the door 
and down the street to the center of the village of Okemos. The 
DeLinds have lived in the Dr. Parks House for some 25 years. On 
February 3, 1916, Dr. Parks sold this house and built another one 
across the street -- the present Breckenfeld home. He moved his 
home and his practice there. 


Bibliographical References: Interviews with Jessie Turner, Lanier 


DeLind, and O.J. Becker; Samuel Durant, History of Eaton and 
Ingham Counties (1880); Meridian Township Tax Assessment Rolls, 
passim; Abstract of property furnished by Mr. DeLind. 
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Common Name: Taylor House 


Location: 2195 Hamilton Road, 
Owner: Mrs. Leota Taylor 


Legal Description: Lot 57, 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 


Physical Appearance: Two- 


Taylor House 


Okemos, Michigan 


Above address 


Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #2. 


Original site. 


story white frame house 
with porch on east side. 


Significance: Mrs, Taylor was born in this house, which was built by 


her parents John and Octavia Holtz about the turn of the century. 
Mrs. Holtz, born April 20, 1870 was one of eight children born to 
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Vanatta, a leading farmer in the township. 

The original house on this site was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Holtz for a brief period, but was subsequently moved to the west 
of the present house. (This is the present home of Mrs. Della 
McKane at 2205 Hamilton Road.) Mrs. Taylor remembers her mother 
stating their house was built for $450 to $500, less than the 
cost of a porch addition that the Taylors made to the original 
structure. The porch addition is enclosed and located at the back 
southeast corner of the house. The kitchen has been updated, but 
there is a great deal of the original stained woodwork and door 
remaining throughout the house. Mrs. Taylor has pictures showing 
the exterior trim which has been removed. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with Mrs. Leota Taylor, June 24, 


1972; Deed to property provided by Mrs. Taylor; Samuel Durant, 
History of Ingham and Eaton Counties (1880). . 
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Common Name: Niebling House 


Location: 2198 Hamilton Road, 


Owner: Mrs. O.F. Edwards 


Legal Description: Lot 6l, 


c— 


Condition: Poor 


Physical Appearance: Large 


Niebling House 


Okemos, Michigan 


308 Colony Road 
Lexington, Kentucky 40500 


Supervisor's Plat of 


Okemos #2 


white two-story frame 
house. 


Significance: This property was inherited by Mrs. Edwards from the 


estate of William F. Niebling, who in turn had inherited it from 
his sister, Emma Niebling, a well known school teacher in the 
Okemos school for many years. Emma along with her parents, the 
Jacob Nieblings, moved from a farm on Powell Road into this house 
in Okemos in February, 1915. : 

The house was built about 1880-83. This date was arrived at 
through data from the Ingham County Deeds. In 1879 Freeman Bray 
deeded the property over to William H. Hopkins for $100. In 1883 
William Hopkins: owned 50/100 of an acre with an assessed value of 
$550. 

The structure is in a state of serious disrepair as a result 
of its eight to ten year vacancy, which was largely due to the fact 
that there was no plumbing and a minimum of wiring for electrical 


‘purposes. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with O.J. Becker; abstract from 


and correspondence with the current owner Mrs. O.F. Edwards; 


Meridian Township Tax Assessment Rolls, passim; Ingham County Deeds, 


Liber 74, p. 18. 


~ 
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McKane House 


Common Name: McKane House 


Location: 2205 Hamilton Road, 


ae He HE HE EE 


Ee-.UlUC lCUL 


= 


x 


Owner: Mrs. William T. McKane 


Legal Description: Lot 55 


Condition: Good, altered, 


Physical appearance: MTwo- 


Okemos, Michigan 


Above address 


excluding the W 58' and 
all of Lot 56, Supervisor's 
Plat of Okemos #2 


moved from original site. 
White, wooden. 


storied house with enclosed 
front porch and addition 

on east side at back of 
building. 


Significance: This house was built before 1859 (it appears on the 1859 


map) on the present site of Leota Taylor's home, 2195 Hamilton 
Road. At that time the house was owned by Collins Thurber, an 
Okemos merchant, who appeared on the 1860 assessment roll with a 
valuation of $135. Mrs. Leota Taylor stated that her older sis- 
ter was born in the McKane house in 1899, shortly before it was 
moved to its present site, and it was an "old" house at that time. 
Mrs. McKane's father, James E. Wever, purchased the property in 
1909. 

Many old features of this structure have been preserved but 
there have been some additions to the house. The dining room has 
the old-type plaster with the date "April 17, 1891" marked in it 
and the original wide floor boards are covered with linoleum. The 
kitchen has its original doors but the floor has been replaced. 
Some of the first window glass remains and the basement is the old 
stone structure. A garage has been added. The storm cellar, 
entered from the outside, still exists. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with present owner Mr. William 


McKane, May, 1972; abstract provided by Mrs. McKane; interview 
with Mrs. Leota Taylor, June 24, 1972; Meridian Charter Township 
Assessment Rolls, passim; 1898 Warranty Deed - George G. Rogers 
to Octavia Holtz provided by Mrs. Leota Taylor; Samuel Durant, 


History of Ingham and Eaton Counties (1880), p. 285; Ingham County 
Deeds, Liber 31, p. 508 and Liber 54, p. 453 (Mason Court House). 
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Sower House 


Common Name: Sower House 


Location: 2217 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal Description: Lot 54, 
Sup. Plat of Okemos #2 


Condition: Good, altered?, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: Two- 
story, white wooden 
house, with small porch 
at entry in center of 
building. 


Significance: The present owner believes the house was built about 
1908, but this structure is shown on the 1874 map under the name 
of R. Morton, and the 1875 tax list indicates that R. Morton owned 
this property and the "Piece of land" was valued at $250, a price 
which reveals a substantial structure on the land. 


Bibliographical References: Mr. Chris Sower, present owner; Mrs. 
William McKane, a long-time neighbor, Meridian Charter Tax Assess- 
ment Lists, passim. 
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‘Hagberg House 


Common Name: Hagberg House 


Location: 2239 Hamilton Road,. 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal Description: Lot 50, 
Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #2 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: White 
wooden two-story house 
with small entry-porch 
held up by two pillars. 


Significance: Built sometime prior to 1875, this house has its 
original stone and dirt basement as well as its original well. 
When the present owner bought the house in 1934, an old iron 
“sink was in the kitchen and she has kept that and the hand pump. 
The house was built with a porch completely around it but this 


has been removed. 


The old plaster on all the interior walls has 


been replaced, the living-room and the parlor have been combined, 
but the stairway and general structure of the house remain as it 


originally was. 


The original barn cement floor - 27' x 27' and 


some of the barn rock wall is intact at the back of the house and 
is used for an outdoor patio. 


Bibliographical References: 
owner, May 16, 


Meridian Asses-ment Lists, 


Interview with Mrs. Mildred Hagberg, present 
1972; Abstract of property supplied by Mrs. Hagberg; 


passim; 1874 County Atlas of Ingham 


County; 1895 Standard Atlas of Ingham County, Michigan. 
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Freeman Bray Farm Home 


Common Name: Freeman Bray 
Farm Home 


Location: 2270 Hamilton Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Orin. K. & Laura Gretten- 
berger, above address 


Legal Description: Outlot A 
except N'ly 185 feet, 
Cedar Bend Heights 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: White 
two-story frame house 
with green shutters. 


Significance: Built about 1856, 
this structure has been 
completely renovated by 
the Grettenbergers. They 
purchased the property 
about 1962. The house 
has aluminum siding, new 
Window frames, a new base- 
ment, chimney and a rear- 
rangement of the interior 
which was almost gutted. 

In spite of all this moderni- 
zation however, the exterior 
of the house was changed 
very little from the origi- 
nal. ; 


This structure was dated in part by the account of Samuel 
Durant who visited the area and interviewed Bray and others 
before writing his History of Eaton and Ingham Counties (1880). 
"Mr. Bray," wrote Durant, "was proprietor of the Village, at 
first known as Hamilton, and has always been a prominent citizen. 
He kept a hotel for several years in the village, was a post- 
master for a considerable period, ‘and removed to his present 
location in 1856. His farm is a good one, and he has fine improve- 
ments. The farm now (1880) contains something over 160 acres, 
including an eighty-acre lot purchased about 1855 by his wife 
while he was absent in California." Bray is credited with laying 
out the town of Hamilton about 1840. The tax lists, deed records, 
and early atlases verify the dates found in Durant's account. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with current owner, Orin Gret- 
tenberger; Samuel Durant, History of Eaton and Ingham Counties (1880) ; 


1874 County Atlas of Ingham County; 1895 Standard Atlas of Ingham 


County Michigan; Meridian Township Assessment Lists, passim. 
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Walker House 


Common Name: Walker House 


Location: 4622 Okemos Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Fred H. Smith 
Above address 


Legal Description: Lots 1 & 2, 
Block 9, Village of Okemos 


Condition: Good, altered, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: MTwo-story 
white frame house with two 
pillars on the front porch. 


Significance: This house has been specifically dated 1856 through infor- 
mation obtained from the abstract and the Meridian Township Tax 
Assessment Rolls. In 1855 the owner of Block 9 was Mrs. C.C. Bray. 
In 1856 Ebenezer Walker owned Lots 1 & 2 of Block 9 with an assess- 
ment of $200. 

Ebenezer Walker came to Michigan from Rochester, N.Y., settled 
at Okemos (then Hamilton) in 1854 and became one of the leading 
men of the village. He purchased the water power on the Cedar River 
and an old saw mill owned by Augustus Cleveland, and built a steam 
saw and grist mill together. The saw mill, run by water, was then 
producing and Mr. Walker operated all three of the mills until the 
dam was carried away by flood in 1858, at which time the water saw 
mill was discontinued. The grist mill was about thirty by sixty 
feet in dimension, two-stories in height, and contained three runs 
of stone. The saw mill was built in 1855 and the grist mill in 
1856. They were close together and one engine furnished power for 
both. The engine was of thirty horse power. These mills were burned 
in 1864 and in 1865 Mr. Walker sold the water power to Amos Orton. 
From 1854 Ebenezer Walker operated a general store for many years. 

According to former residents, the first telephone service was 
in this house for a few years. An addition was built on the house 
to accommodate this service. The Potters who started phone service 
had in 1905-06 about 200 subscribers before Bell Telephone Company 
took over the business about 1928. 

The house, which has had a rental apartment on the second floor, 
has been well maintained. Much of the original stone basement is 
still intact and the old rough-hewn timbers are visible. Two addi- 
tions have been made to the original structure, one of which was 
the room at the front to accomodate the phone service mentioned 
above. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with former owner Mrs Leu, May 10, 
1972,&with Mrs. Potter, former occupant and with current owner 
Fred H. Smith; Meridian Township Tax Assessment Rolls, passim; 


Samuel Durant, History of Eaton and Ingham County (1880); 1859 
Map of Okemos taken from Topographical Map of Ingham and Livingston 
Counties (State Library); 1874 County Atlas of Ingham County. 
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Edgerly House 


Common Name: Edgerly House 
Location: 4633 Okemos Road 


Owners: James K. & Vivian M. 
Korrey . 
4837 N. Okemos Road 7 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal Description: Lot 1 & N 
1 rod of Lot 4, Block 10, 
Okemos. 


Condition: In good state of 
repair. 


Physical Appearance: A one- 
story white frame house. 


Significance: This frame house is located on the west side of Okemos 


Road and the south side of Clinton Street. As a matter of history, 
the lot is a part of a 61.58 acre plot of land bought by Eri Prince, 
a Presbyterian minister of Farmington, Michigan, which was the first 


land sold to any individual in Ingham County in November of 1832. 
Several years later this property was part of a plat surveyed by 
Anson Jackson, county surveyor, and given the name of the village 
of Hamilton. Bray sold the property to Sarah Proctor for $20 and 
in 1851, Horatio Proctor is shown on the tax rolls as owner of 
this property which was then listed at an assessed valuation of 
$20. In 1854 the assessed value jumped to $80 and, according to 
the abstract it was resold to Americus V. Edgerly on March 8, 1855 
for $300. In that year, Edgerly was listed on the tax rolls for 
that property at an assessed value of $150. Edgerly was a cabinet 


maker and an "undertaker," that is, one who built coffins for funer- 
als which were held in those days in the family home. At one time, 


he also sold books in this house. According to Mrs. Mary (Mamie) 


Daniels, she bought her first Harper's Reader from Edgerly. People 


who have lived in Okemos since the early 1890's and whose parents 
lived in this village for 40 years before that, believe this is 
one of the earliest frame houses in the village and that it is 
further believed that it is the same now as the original structure 


except for the flooring and windows. A.B. Cudworth states that in 1920 


when he was 14 years of age his father bought the house for 


$900. At that time the flooring was 18-inch-wide oak boards Pustened 
with square nails. Mr. Cudworth says his father put a new wall under 


the house and a large front window. He also dug out the basement. 


Bibliographical References: Ingham County Deeds, Mason Court House; 


abstract of property furnished by present owners, James K. and Vivian 
M. Korrey; Meridian Township Tax Assessment Lists, passim; interviews 


with Miss Jessie Turner, O.J.Becker, A.B. Cudworth, and Mrs. Mary 
Daniels (with Carlene Webster, 1972); Frank N. Turner, editor, An 


Account of Ingham County From Its Organization, Vol. III of Historic, 


Michigan Land of the Great Lakes, edited by George N. Fuller, 1924. 
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Location: 4662 Okemos Road, 


Owner: I.J. Breckenfeld 


Legal Description: 51 rd. of 


Condition: Excellent, altered, 


Physical Appearance: Excellent 


Okemos or Barnes House 


Common Name: Okemos or Barnes 


House 
Okemos, Michigan 


2191 Hamilton Road 
Okemos, Michigan 48864 


Lot 3a; & 26° of Lot 4, 
Lot 5 exc. 5.8, Block 7, 
Village of Okemos 


original site 


condition, two-story 
frame house with a small 
wrought-iron porch. 


Significance: The first record of the land on which the 1849 house 


was built was November 9, 1832 when the government transferred 
the west half of SE 1/4 of Section 21 to Eri Prince. In July, 
1844, lots 5 and 8 were deeded to Melzar Turner, and in 1849 
Melzar Turner built the two-story house. In 1853 the building 
was sold to Mr. Ruel Blakeslee who opened it as an inn to serve 
the Detroit Plank Road. In 1856 the assessed value jumped to 
$500 after having been $50, 80, 100 and 150. In 1864 Ezekiel 
Barnes purchased the house and added a long one-story wing on 
the south side of the building to serve as a dining room and 

a kitchen. It was called Barnes House or Okemos House. In 1889 
Alfred Barnes was appointed postmaster and the north room was a 
post office until 1893. In 1910 a millinery shop was in the 
north wing run by Mrs. John Honey. The long south wing was torn 
down in 1912. In 1959 the Daughters of the American Revolution 
marked the house a historical building and put a plaque near 

the front door to commemorate the event. After several trans- 
actions, Glen Cline in 1928 purchased the property, and in 1959 
it was purchased by Dr. I.J. Breckenfeld. Since November 1969 
it has been used as an antique shop and called the 1849 House. 


Bibliographical References: Abstract of property provided by 


current owner, Dr. I.J. Breckenfeld; "A Historic House" in Towne 
Courier, East Lansing, Michigan, March’ 2, 1965; "Barnes House, 
revisited" in The Ingham County News, Dec. 3, 1969; interview 
with Miss Jessie Turner, great-granddaughter of the man who . 
built the house; Meridian Township Tax Assessment Lists, passim; 
Ingham County Deeds, Mason Court House; 1874 County Atlas of 
Ingham County, Michigan (This Atlas calls this structure the 
Okemos House). 
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Stevens House 


Common Name: Stevens House 


Location: 4708 Okemos Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: William Hicks, 
Hicks Brothers Real Estate 
4733 Okemos Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Legal Description: N 95 feet 
of Lots 2 & 3, Block 2, 
Village of Okemos 


Physical Appearance: White 
two-story frame house 
with small porch on 
front and one-story 
section on the rear. 


Condition: Poor, altered, 
original site. 


Significance: This house was built about 1868 (the tax lists show that 
Freeman Bray owned these lots through 1867 and the assessed value 
was only $30 but in 1868 William J. Stevens owned the property and 
it was assessed at $100, indicating that a house had been put there.) 
The 1874 map also shows a house on this location. This house, now 
rented to students, needs repair but remnants of the old basement 
are still intact and some of the old glass remains in the windows. 


Bibliographical References: Meridian Charter Township Tax Lists, passim; 
Ingham Deeds, 1861 County Atlas of Ingham County; interview with 
current occupant, September 5, 1972. 
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Strayer House 


Common Name: Strayer House 


Location: 4633 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Charles and Anna Piper 


Above address 


Legal Description: Lot 35 & 
N 1/2 of Lot 33, Super- 
visor's Plat of Okemos #1 


Condition: Excellent, apparent- 
ly unaltered exterior, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: This 
white wooden L-shaped house 
appears to be in excellent 
condition. 


Significance: Built before 1860, 


patrick family in the 1880's and is considered one of the oldest 
houses in Okemos by a descendent of the Kirkpatricks, Miss Jessie 
Turner. The house is not shown on the 1859 map but is on the 


of E 1/2 of S.E. fractional 1/4 Bound W by Job Case land E by P 
fine] L [ake] Road S by Plank Road and had an assessed value of 


Bibliographical References: Miss Jessie Turner; Meridian Charter 
Township Tax Assessment Rolls 1844-1854, 1855, 1856, 1860, 1883 


(Proctor); 1874 Atlas of Ingham County. 
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this house was rented to the Kirk- 
1860 tax list in the name of Adam Stevens (20 rods of west side 
$80). The house is also shown on the 1874 map. 
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Theurer House 


Common Name: Theurer House 


Location: 4656 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Ralph E. & Carol L. 
Opper 
2711 Libbie Drive 
Lansing, Michigan 48917 


Legal Description: Lot 31, 
Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #1 


Physical Condition: fair, 
original site 


Significance: This one-story modest white house, now covered with 
. asbestos shingles, is rental property and is one of the older 

houses in Okemos. The property was sold by William B. Hamilton 
to Heinrich Dieckmann for $40 on August 1, 1860 and in 1867 
Dieckmann sold it to Frederick Thaurer (Theurer) for $475, which 
indicates the present structure was built sometime before 1867, 
probably by Henry Dieckmann. The house is shown on the 1874 map 
of Okemos but not on the 1859 map. This property was listed on 
the 1869 tax roll under F. Theurer at an assessed value of $180. 


Bibliographical References: Abstract of the property provided by 
Mr. Ralph Opper; Miss Jessie Turner's recollections; Meridian 
Charter Township Tax Assessment Lists for 1860, 1863, 1869; 


1874 Atlas of Ingham County. 
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John Grettenberger House 


Common Name: John Grettenberger 
House 


Location: 4739 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: John Grettenberger, 
Above address 


Legal Description: SE 1/4 of 
Section 21, M-21=9=2 


Condition: Excellent, altered?, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: Two-story 
white shake house with 
two wings of one story 


Significance: The original part of this structure was built before 1865. 
It is an excellent example of the architecture in this period. On 
the 1863 tax list, John Grettenberger was assessed $80 for a one 
acre tract in the northeast corner of the southeast fractional 
quarter. By 1865 he had added nearly 13 acres more and was assessed 
at $200; in 1879, this property was assessed at $350 for Jacob 
Grettenberger and by 1882 it was $900, a year when all assessments 


jumped in value. 


Bibliographical References: Meridian Charter Township Tax Lists, passim. 
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Old Baptist Church 


Common Name: Old Baptist Church 


Location: 4646 Moore Street, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Dale Grettenberger, 
owner, manager, resident 


Legal Description: Lot 6, 
Block 7 and S 1 rod 
(16.5') of Lete 1 & 2, 
Village of Okemos. 


Condition: Good, altered. 
Physical Appearance: Large 


two-and-a-half story 
white frame building. 


Significance: This church edifice in Okemos was erected in 1868, at an 
expense of about $2400. In 1870, Mr. G.C. Young presented the 
society with an 800 pound bell, and the church acquired a cabinet 
organ. The membership was fifteen in 1880. 
The First Baptist Church-Centennial Edition 1967 stated: "A 
hundred years ago in December, 1867, eleven members of a Lansing 
Baptist Church met to organize a church... The Rev. 0O.B. Call was 
called to be its first pastor... A fire destroyed the records of 
the early years...and in 1919 the church building was remodeled; a 
basement, a kitchen, furnace and classrooms were added. The windows 
were replaced by stained glass ones; a balcony and porch were added, 
a platform was erected and electric lights were installed. Although 
there are records of baptisms in the Red Cedar River as late as 1927, 
it is not known when the baptistry was built, but during Rev. Currey's 
ministry (1932-42) the leaky baptistry was repaired. In 1945 the 
two-story educational unit, with eight rooms for nursery, office, 
classrooms and full basement was completed. The auditorium was 
enlarged and baptistry built behind the choir loft." 

The building today is used for apartments. The Baptist congre- 
gation moved to its present location on Marsh Road in 1957. 


Bibliographical References: Ingham County Deed, April 18, 1869, 
Liber 44, p. 515 ($100 Charles Hulett and Sarah C. Hulett to The 
First Baptist Church of Okemos; Samuel Durant, History of Eaton 


and Ingham Counties (1880); Centennial Edition of The First Baptist 
Church publication, 1967. 
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Potter House 


Common Name: Potter House 


Location: 4650 Moore Street, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Roy William Clark 
718 N. Hayford Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48912 


Legal Description: Lots 5 & 6,;— 
Block 8, Village of Okemos 


Condition: Good, altered, moved 
from original site. 


Physical Appearance: White two- 
story shingle house with 
addition. 


Significance: This house has been dated 1854 through information obtained 
from early township tax records and confirmed by the information 
from the County Treasurer's Office in Mason. In 1853 Gilbert 
Thompson owned the lot with an assessed valuation of $40. In 1855 
the assessed valuation was $250 and in the name of Jacob Thompson. 
The house was originally located on the corner of Clinton and 
Okemos Road and was moved back to its present location about 1930 
by B.J. Potter after the original house on this site burned. This 
information was obtained from both Mrs. Potter and a number of other 
older residents. 

For many years, the phone service for the Okemos area was 
operated by the Potters in this house. They had started it origi- 
nally in 1905-06 while living in the Walker house and continued 
the service after moving to this structure -- a total of 22 years. 
After that, the Bell Telephone Company took over the service. 


Bibliographical References: Meridian Township Tax Assessment Rolls, 
passim; 1859 map of Okemos taken from 1859 Topographical Map of 


Ingham and Livingston Counties (State Library); 1874 County Atlas 


of Ingham County; interviews with Mrs. Potter and Reuben Hanson, 
building inspector for the Township of Meridian. 
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Loveland House 


Common Name: Loveland House 


Location: 4647 Ardmore, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: Charles E. Brown 
Same address 


Legal Description: S 1/2 of 
Lots 7 & 8, Block 5, 
Village of Okemos. 


Condition: Fair, altered, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: MTwo-story 
frame house with one-story 
wing on north side. 


Significance: Originally part of the Bray tract, and later owned 
by Ebenezer Walker, this property still had no structure on it 
as late as 1874. Although the 1874 map shows no house on the 
land, the 1875 tax roll assessed T.F. Davis for $300 on this 
property, indicating that a house had been put up prior to the 
1875 assessment. By 1883 blacksmith Henry Loveland had aquired 
the property and his house and shop was assessed at $600. He 
continued living there until after the turn of the century al- 
though during part of this period, he had a blacksmith shop on 
Hamilton Road and continued to live at 4647 Ardmore. The house 
is a typical example of a common man's home of the middle and late 
nineteenth century. 

The current owner, Mrs. Charles Brown, stated that the base- 
ment has the original stone and dirt flooring although some 
additions have been dug there and she believes that the wing of 
the house may have been added after the original house was built. 


Bibliographical References: Interviews with Mrs. Leota Taylor, June 
24, 1972 and Mrs. Helen Breckenfeld's interview with Mrs. Charles 
Brown, August 8, 1972; Meridian Township Assessment Rolls, passim 
(found in Meridian Township Hall and Mason County Court House.) 
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Dickman House 


Common Name: Dickman House 


Location: 4657 Ardmore, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: A.H. Dickman, 
c/o L.M. DeLind (Guardian) 


Legal Description: North 1/2 
of Lots 7 & 8, Block 5, 
Village of Okemos 


Condition: Poor, little 
alteration from the 
original structure other 
than what appears to be 
a small addition to the 
south of the main struc- 
ture, Original site. 


Physical Appearance: Unpainted 
two-story frame house with 
small addition. 


Significance: Built sometime between 1869 and 1874, this structure is 
presently the residence of "Herbie" Dickman, who has lived there 
all his life. The date of the house is an estimate formulated 


from available tax records. 


In 1867-69 the records show that the 


property was owned by a non-resident and had an assessed valuation 
of $40. The 1874 map shows a structure on this property, while 
the 1875 tax assessment appears in the name of John Hagerman with 
an assessed valuation of $100, indicating that a house had been 


built on the property. 


O.J. Becker stated that the Dickmans lived on a farm in 
Snickerville (in Alaiedon Township) and purchased this house in 
town, staying there weekends. Becker believes the house has been 


owned by three generations. 


Mr. Dickman's father, August Dickman, 


was sexton of Leek Cemetery for many years. Only relative of 
Herbie Dickman is a nephew in the Detroit area. 


Interview with L.M. DeLind; Meridian Town- 


ship Tax Assessment Lists, passim; interview with O.J. Becker; 
1874 County Atlas of Ingham County, Michigan. 
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Piper House 


Common Name: Piper House 


Location: 2122 Clinton Street, 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owner: William S. Thyne, 
above address 


Legal Description: Lots 7 & 
10, Block 7, Village of 
Okemos. 


Condition: Excellent, altered? 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: Two-story 
white frame single family 
residence with enclosed 
perehn. 


Significance: Tax records 
and maps indicate that 
this house was built in 
1857. In 1856 Ebenezer 
Walker owned Lots 1, 2, 
3, 4, 6, 7 and 10 with 
a total assessed value 
of $200. Two years 
later, on August 9, 1858, 
Frances D. Walker sold 
lots 7 and 10 to Daniel 
Robbins for $300. This 
increase in assessed 
value indicates that a 
structure had been built 
on the property by 1858. 
On March 14, .1859, Robbins sold the property to George W. Piper for 
$400. The 1863 tax record shows G. W. Piper assessed for this pro- 
perty at $180. 

Mr. Thyne, the current owner, inherited this single family 
residence upon the death of his aunt, Mrs. Lyman, who had lived in 
the house many years. 


Bibliographical References: Reproduction of Okemos Village in 1859 
Topographical Map of Ingham and Livingston Counties (State Library) ; 
1874 County Atlas of Ingham County; Meridian Charter Township Tax 
Assessment Rolls, passim; Ingham County Deeds, Liber 22, pp. 524, 527. 
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Lowery House 


Common Name: Lowery House 


Location: 2110 Methodist St., 
Okemos, Michigan 


Owners: Mr. & Mrs. Homer Lowery 
Above Address 


Legal Description: Lot 43 of 
Supervisor's Plat of 
Okemos #1 


Condition: Fair, slightly 
altered interior and new 
siding on exterior, 
original site. 


Physical Appearance: This 
wood frame two-story 
house appears to be in 
fair-to-good condition 
for its age. 


Significance: This house was built about 1859. Charles Almuss bought 
the property from William B. Hamilton, May 7, 1858 for $70 and 


the 1860 tax list shows an 


assessed value of $120 which indicates 


the house had been built by that date. Also the 1874 Okemos map 
shows a building at this location. The abstract shows that in 


1920 this property was sold to William B. and Mary B. Moore. 


This 


May account for the name Moore Street at this location as it was 
shown on earlier maps aS Mason Street. The Moores sold it to 


their daughter Kate L.Lutz 


in 1933 according to the abstract. Mrs. 


Lutz sold it to the present owners in 1946. 
The Lowery's said that the front part of the house had boards 


running up and down the outside as well as the inside for the walls. 


Since then wall board has been placed over the inside and siding 


over the outside. Some of 
side and the outside walls 


the house had saw dust between the in- 
for insulation. The flooring was one 


layer of one-half inch bass wood with one inch boards over that. 


From the front of the 


residence, there is a view looking 


south the full length of Moore Street a distance of two blocks 
where it comes to an end on the high bank of the Red Cedar River. 


Bibliographical References: Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Homer Lowery; 
Meridian Charter Township Tax Assessment Lists, passim; Ingham 


County Deeds, Liber 23, p. 
Atlas of Ingham County. 


238, (Mason Court House); 1874 County 
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NOTE: Numbers correspond to houses listed on pages 43 and 44. 


42 
Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries 


| 


= 


= 


25 
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OKEMOS VILLAGE 


HISTORIC HOUSES 


Burley House, 2031 Hamilton Road 

Turner House, 2043 Hamilton Road 

Briggs House, 2060 Hamilton Road 
Hamilton House, 2063 Hamilton Road 
Sturges House, 2075 Hamilton Road 
Whiting House, 2080 Hamilton Road 
Heathman/Herre House, 2086 Hamilton Road 
Case House, 2094 Hamilton Road 

Buehler House, 2095 Hamilton Road 


Will Turner House, 2099 Hamilton Road 


Dr. Breckenfeld's Office, 2131 Hamilton Road 


Sparrow's Nest, 2149 Hamilton Road 
I.0.0.F. Hall, 2160 Hamilton Road 

Dr. Parks House, 2188 Hamilton Road 
Taylor House, 2195 Hamilton Road 
Niebling House, 2198 Hamilton Road 
McKane House, 2205 Hamilton Road 

Sower House, 2217 Hamilton Road 

Hagberg House, 2239 Hamilton Road 
Freeman Bray Farm Home, 2270 Hamilton Road 
Walker House, 4622 Okemos. Road 

Edgerly House, 4633 Okemos Road 

Okemos or Barnes House, 4662 Okemos Road 
Stevens House, 4708 Okemos Road 

Strayer House, 4633 Marsh Road 


Theurer House, 4656 Marsh Road 
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OKEMOS VILLAGE 
HISTORIC HOUSES 


(continued) 


John Grettenberger House, 4739 Marsh Road. 
Old Baptist Church, 4646 Moore Street 
Potter House, 4650 Moore Street 

Loveland House, 4647 Ardmore Avenue 
Dickman House, 4657 Ardmore Avenue 

Piper House, 2122 Clinton Street 


Lowery House, 2110 Methodist Street 
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Act No. 169 
Public Acts of 1970 
Approved by Governor 

August 3, 1970 


AN ACT to provide for establishment of historic districts; to 
provide for the acquisition of land and structures for historic 
purposes; to provide for preservation of historic sites and struc- 
tures; to provide for the creation of historic district commissions; 
to provide for the maintenance of publicly owned historic sites and 
by local units. 


The People of the State of Michigan enact: 


Sec. 1. As used in this act: 

(a) “Local unit" means a county, city, village or township. 

(b) "Historic district" means an area, or group of areas not 
necessarily having contiguous boundaries, created by a local unit 
for the purposes of this act. 

(c) “Historical preservation" means the protection, rehabili- 
tation, restoration, or reconstruction of districts, archaeological 
and other sites, buildings, structures and objects. 

Sec. 2. Historical preservation is declared to be a public 
purposed and the legislative body of a local unit may by ordinance 
regulate the construction, alteration, repair, moving and demolition 
of historic structures within the limits of the local unit. The 
purpose ‘of the ordinance is to: (a) safeguard the heritage of the 
local unit by preserving a district in a local government which 
reflects elements of its cultural, social, economic, political or 
architectural history; (b) stabilize and improve property values 
in such district; (c) foster civic beauty; (d) strengthen the local 
economy; and (e) promote the use of historic districts for the edu- 
cation, pleasure and welfare of the citizens of the local unit and 
of the state. 

Sec. 3. A local unit may establish by ordinance historic 
districts. Before such establishment, an historic district study 
committee, appointed by the legislative body, and containing repre- 
sentation from any existing historical preservation society, shall 
conduct studies and research and make a report on the historical 
Significance of the buildings, structures, features, sites, objects 
and surroundings in the local unit. The report shall contain recom- 
mendations concerning the area to be included in the proposed historic 
district. Copies of the report shall be transmitted for review and 
recommendations to the local planning commission, to the Michigan 
historical commission, and to the state historical advisory council. 
Sixty days after the transmittal, the committee shall hold a public 
hearing thereon after due notice, which shall include a written notice 
to the owners of all properties to be included in such districts. 
The committee shall submit a final report with its recommendations 
and those of the local planning commission and a draft of a proposed 
ordinance to the legislative body of the local unit. 

Sec. 4. The legislative body of a local unit may create a 
commission to be called the historic district commission. The 
membership of such a commission in a local unit of 25,000 or more 
population shall consist of 7 members who reside in the local unit, 
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and in a local unit of under 25,000 shall consist of not less than 
3 nor more than 7 members residing in the local unit. Members shall 
be appointed by the township supervisor, village president, mayor or 
chairman of the board of commissioners, unless another method of 
appointment is provided in the ordinance creating the commission. 
Members shall be appointed for 3-year terms except the initial ap- 
pointments shall be staggered and so that subsequent appointments 
shall not recur at the same time. Members shall be eligible for 
reappointment. In the event of a vacancy on the commission interim 
appointments may be made by the appointing authority to complete 
the unexpired term of such position. The appointing authority of a 
local unit shall appoint at least 2 members from a list of citizens 
submitted by a duly organized and existing preservation society or 
societies, and 1 architect, duly registered in this state, if the 
person resides in the local unit and is available for appointment. 
The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to historical 
district commissions established by charter. 

Sec. 5. (1) Before construction, alteration, repair, moving or 
demolition affecting the exterior appearance of an historic structure 


is made within such a district and which by present of future ordinance 


requires the taking out of a permit within such a district, the 
person, individual, firm or corporation proposing to make such con- 
struction or changes shall file an application for permission. The 
application shall be referred together with plans pertaining thereto 
to the historic district commission and the commission shall review 
such plans and applications and no permit shall be granted until 
the commission has acted thereon as hereinafter provided. If no 
present ordinances exist which require the taking out of a permit 
then applications shall be made directly to the legislative body or 
duly appointed authority which shall refer the application to the 
commission for review. 

(2) In reviewing plans, the commission shall give consideration 
to: (a) the historical or architectural value and significance of 
the structure and its relationship to the historical value of the 
surrounding area; (b) the relationship of the exterior architectural 
features of such structure to the rest of the structure and to the 
surrounding area; (c) the general compatibility of exterior design, 
arrangement, texture, and materials proposed to be used; (d) any 
other factor, including aesthetic, which it deems to be pertinent. 

(3) The commission shall pass only on exterior features of 
a structure and shall not consider interior arrangements unless 
specifically authorized to do so by the local legislative body. Nor 


shall it disapprove applications except in regard to the considerations 


as set forth in the previous paragraph. 

(4) In case of an application for repair or alteration affecting 
the exterior appearance of a structure or for the moving or demolition 
of a structure which the commission deems so valuable to the local 
unit, state or nation, that the loss thereof will adversely affect 
the public purpose of the local unit, state or nation, the commission 
shall endeavor to work out with the owner an economically feasible 
plan for preservation of the structure. 


(5) An application for repair oOralteration affecting the exterior 


appearance of an historic structure, or for its moving or demolition, 
shall be approved by the commission if any of the following conditions 
prevail, and if in the opinion of the commission the proposed changes 
will materially improve or correct these conditions: (a) the struc- 
ture constitutes a hazard to the safety of the public or the occu- 
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pants; (b) the structure is a deterrent to a major improvement 
program which will be of substantial benefit to the community; 
(c) retention of the structure would cause undue financial hard- 
ship to the owner; or (d) retention of the structure would not 
be in the interest of the majority of the community. 

(6) All meetings of the commission shall be open to the 
public and any person or representative of his choice shall be 
entitled to appear and be heard on any matter before the commis- 
Sion before it reaches its decision. The commission shall keep 
a record, which shall be open to public view of its resolutions, 
proceedings, and actions. 

Sec. 6. The local legislative body may accept grants from 
the state or federal governments for historical restoration pur- 
poses. It may accept public or private gifts for historical pur- 
poses. It may make the historic commission its duly appointed 
agent to accept and administer grants and gifts for historical 
preservation purposes. 

Sec. 7. If all efforts by the historic district commission 
to preserve an historic structure fail, or if it is determined 
that public ownership is most suitable, the local legislative 
body, if deemed to be in the public interest, may acquire such 
property using public funds, gifts for historical purposes, grants 
from the state or federal governments for acquisitions of his- 
toric properties, or proceeds from revenue bonds issued for 
historical preservation purposes. Such acquisitions shall be based 
on the recommendation of the historic district commission. The 
historic district commission has responsibility for the maintenance 
of publicly owned historic structures using its own funds, if not 
specifically earmarked for other purposes, or those public funds 
committed for this use by the local legislative body. 

Sec. 8. The jurisdiction of a county shall be the same as 
that provided in Act No. 183 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, 
being sections 125.201 through 125.232 of the county and a city, 
village or township. If a county historical commission is in 
existence, coordination between the county commission and munici- 
pality commissions shall be maintained. The overall historical 
preservation plans of cities, villages and townships shall be sub- 
mitted to the county commission for review, and county plans sub- 
mitted to cities, villages and townships, having historic district 
commissions. Day-to-day activities of local commissions concerning 
alteration and restoration decisions need not be submitted to the 
county but only those plans which have other than strictly local 
Significance. ; 

Sec. 9. The commission shall file with the inspector of 
buildings or other duly delegated authority its certificate of 
approval or rejection of plans submitted to it for review. No 
work shall begin until the certificate is filed, but in the case 
of rejection the certificate is binding on the inspector of buildings 
or other duly delegated authority, and no permit shall be issued in 
such case. The failure of the commission to act within 60 days 
after the date of application filed with it, unless an extension is 
agreed upon mutually by the applicant and the commission, shall be 
deemed to constitute approval. 

Sec. 10. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent 
ordinary maintenance or repair of any structure within the historic. 
district; nor to prevent construction, alteration, repair, moving 
or demolition of any structure under a permit issued by the inspector 
of buildings prior to the passage of the ordinance. 
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Sec. ll. Any persons jointly or severally aggrieved by a 
decision of the historic district commission have the same rights 
of appeal concerning the decision as is granted to an applicant 
aggrieved by a decision of a zoning board of review. 

Sec. 12. This act does not affect any previously enacted 
legislation pertaining to historical preservation and does not 
affect historical commissions appointed by local governing bodies 
to foster historic preservation. An existing local historical 
commission organized under Act No. 213 of the Public Acts of 1957, 
as amended, being sections 399.171 and 399.172 of the Compiled 
Laws of 1948, may be designated as a historic district commission, 
if its membership and structure conform, or are revised to conform, 
to the provisions of section 4. 


This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 
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